
Jamaloddin Khanjani (m) – The Baha’i Seven 

Adoption Status: Not Adopted 

Country: Iran  

Occupation: Successful factory owner and Baha’i member.       

Detained Since: 2008 

Charges: Espionage, propaganda against the Islamic Republic, and 

establishment of an illegal administration   

Sentence: 20 years imprisonment 

Additional: Khanjani’s volunteer service to his religious community included membership on the 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of Iran in 1984, a year in which four of its nine 

members were executed by the government.  Khanjani was arrested and imprisoned at least three 

times before this most recent incarceration in 2008.  He has four children and six grandchildren.  

His wife, Ashraf Sobhani, passed away on March 10, 2010 while Khanjani was still in prison.  On 

January 5th, 2015, Khanjani was transferred to a hospital in Tehran for health treatment. 

The Baha’i Seven  

The Baha’i Seven are former Baha'i leaders in Iran who have been deprived of the rights accorded 

to prisoners under Iran's own laws and regulations.  Prior to their arrests in 2008, the seven were 

members of an ad hoc national-level group that attended to the spiritual and social needs of Iran's 

Baha'i community. In September 2010 they were told that their sentences had been reduced to 10 

years after an appeal court acquitted them of some of the charges, including espionage, but they 

have never been given a written copy of either of the court verdicts. It was first reported on 18 

March, 2011 that the 20-year sentence had been reinstated. 
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